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The phenomenon of the spread of sport is as old as sport itself. Since the direction of the transmission is a function of political, economic and military power, one can consider the spread of sport as a form of cultural imperialism. Examples of diffusion are the adoption of the Olympic Games by the non-Greek peoples of antiquity; the enthusiasm of the Japanese for American baseball; the spread of football from England to the entire world; and the worldwide ludic domination of the modern Olympic Games. When the international sports federations and the International Olympic Committee accept a new sport such as judo, sports administrators of the West impose upon it the forms and structures of modern sports.
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